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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Fun - Stranger than Fiction!By Michael C. RobertsDid you 
ever have a friend who had such good stories you'd say to him "You really ought to write these down" ? Well Charles 
Pettijohn was one of those guys and he DID write them down. In Diary of a Rich Man's Kid we find a guileless kid 
finding himself in a series of truly unique situations somewhat reminiscent of Jerzy Kosinski's Chauncey Gardner.Mr. 
Pettijohn's writing style is informal and perhaps intended for a more intimate audience. But it's that unpolished prose 
(and many corroborating snap shots from the family photo album) that lends an authenticity and believability to his 
meeting Benito Mussolini, the Pope, J. Edgar Hoover and (get this) the capture of John Dillinger. Had this book been 
written by a more seasoned writer, the reader would be muttering to himself, "no way". Instead we are enchanted and 
fully drawn into the world of pre-war glamor and big-shots. Sadly, it all too short.This is a fun and unassuming book 
that will introduce you to movie moguls, dictators, starlets and gangsters through the eyes of the kid who was there.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Special RemembrancesBy J. Adeline MarshallThere are some books 
that a reader just can't put down; other books that a reader can pick up and start reading wherever it opens; and some 
books that are so fascinating and fun that a reader wants to read them again. Diary of a Rich Man's Kid by Charles 
Pettijohn, Jr., is just such a book. His family stories and remembrances of his childhood through adulthood are 
perceptive and clever, and as they are being read, the reader realizes how important it is to pass on his own family's 
stories and memories. In fact the book is a lesson in the importance of family, dreams, and, yes, careers, in the life of 
an individual. I humbly recommend this book to all, and maybe some of us will begin jotting down family memories 
of our own. Enjoy!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is a fun and easy read - stress funBy I. 
CristanteThis book is a fun and easy read - stress fun. The stories are told in a casual and congenial manner as one 
would enjoy a raconteur at a friend's dinner party on a good night. The range of personalities that this man met in his 
life is astounding - historical and celebrity icons of much of the 20th century and yet the stories are told with an 
amiable casualness that only validates their veracity. At the end of the book I came to understand that the world's 
major players were just hard working, talented people - their celebrity made them extraordinary. There really are no 
earth shaking insights just a lot of good stories that has famous people on the same plane as the rest of us.

Charles C. Pettijohn, Jr. has met the notable and the notorious, the famous and the infamous. From a childhood 
surrounded by the stars of Old Hollywood to a career in the golden age of television and film, he has seen it 
all.Introduced by his daughter, Adrienne, Charles shares personal stories of life among American royalty in this 
intimate and folksy memoir. Frank and uncensored, Diary of a Rich Man's Kid shows the real side of many larger-than-
life figures. Entertainment notables like Carol Burnett, Burt Reynolds, and Red Skelton make appearances as well as 
world leaders like Franklin D. Roosevelt and John Kennedy. Diary of a Rich Man's Kid presents a funny and 
heartwarming peek inside a bygone era.

About the AuthorCharles C. Pettijohn was born in New York in 1918. A golf star at a young age, Pettijohn attended 
Georgetown University. After college he and his wife moved to Hollywood. Pettijohn took a job with the Motion 
Picture Production Code Board, and then went on to a career as a writer, and a production executive with CBS. After 
retiring in the early 1970s, he found time to write a diary about some of his greatest adventures. 


