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From Berkley : Double Exposure: Fiction Into Film  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Double Exposure: Fiction Into Film: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What makes a good film adaptation?By Johanna C. WoodThis is a 
solid book examining the various ways in which film adaptations of novels have succeeded or not, and why. The films 
examined are necessarily not current, given that the book was written in 1985, but that really matters less than it 
seems. Ms. Boyum makes her points with illustrations from book and movie, but does so in a way that the reader 
doesn't have to be familiar with either work to understand the points she makes about film adaptation. Lots of 
thoughtful suggestions about what makes a successful and 'artistic' film adaptation of a novel and why.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Case studies of screen adaptationsBy CharlesI recall growing up around kids who 
would say of movies, "It's not as good as the book." I began wondering if a movie COULD be as good as the novel it 
adapted. Then "Star Wars" came along... but in that case the script certainly came before the book.Boyum argues that 
screenplays can rise to the level of the novels from which they are adapted, or even transcend them. To support her 
thesis, she offers up such films as "Apocalypse Now", "A Clockwork Orange", and "The Magnificent Ambersons", 
which gets its own chapter. As a counterexample, she throws in "Ragtime". In all, she does case studies on 18 movies, 
but references many more.Curiously, "The Maltese Falcon" gets only a few sentences, although its not becoming a 
success until its third adaptation might make for an interesting comparative analysis. But then the author, a professor 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0451626958


of English, sticks to what would be more often called novels and literature. No help here on how to adapt the latest 
Crichton or Turow...The 18 movies are: The Great Gatsby, The Innocents, Sophie's Choice, The French Lieutenant's 
Woman, Tess, Under the Volcano, Apocalypse Now, Women in Love, Ragtime, Daisy Miller, A Clockwork Orange, 
Lord of the Flies, Wise Blood, Death in Venice, Slaughterhouse Five, the Day of the Locust, Swann in Love, The 
Magnificent Ambersons

This is a solid book examining the various ways in which film adaptations of novels have succeeded or not, and why. 
The films examined are necessarily not current, given that the book was written in 1985, but that really matters less 
than it seems.


