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Jane Austen : Emma  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Emma: 

309 of 323 people found the following review helpful. It's One Heavy BookBy KJCSo I just wanted to let others know 
that this collection is one giant book of all Austen novels combined. You can't tell from the picture, but I was actually 
expecting (and hoping for) individual books packed in one box like other book collections I have. So I was definitely a 
bit disappointed when I received this book. And while I am used to reading large books like David McCullough 
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biographies, this compilation is by far the heaviest I have in my possession. I'm not sure I will be able to read this in 
bed or even hold it up in my arms for any long period of time. So beware. I would have chosen differently if had this 
information when I was contemplating purchase.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. EMMABy C. 
YatesA lot of water under the bridge since first reading this book many years ago. I do not know why I liked it so 
much them...possibly I was blinded by adolescents and want everyone to have a loving mate and played match maker 
myself thinking also I was above others..shame on me!! This book the second time around was so frustrating I could 
have screamed in parts. How dare Emma feel so superior in her small town and looked for others to make over in her 
image. How dare she play match maker with every eligible bachelor and made in the area thinking she knew best. Was 
she a true friend visiting all the families and offering her solicitations as if she were the queen and it being a big gift to 
shower her presence with others (all of whom she felt were inferior) on a regular basis.Glad to have revisited this book 
and will revisit others but don't think they will be by Jane Austen. My book was downloaded onto my Kindle from .1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. More of an "based on" version rather than a retellingBy Bunmi 
IsholaBesides the character names and personalities, McCall Smith pretty much writes a brand-new story. For the first 
nine chapters, he gives us a backstory on Emma's dad's childhood, how the governess came to live with them, and 
Emma's childhood. Chapter 10 in the beginning of the story we get from Austen--Emma meeting Harriet Smith and 
seeking to pair her off with the vicar. There is a lack of depth to Emma's relationship with Frank Churchill, and even 
Mr. Knightley makes very few appearances to warrant Emma falling in love with him. In some ways, McCall Smith 
does move the story faster along than Austen does in the original, but it definitely feels like a story BASED off of 
Austen's Emma versus a modern re-telling of it.

Emma is a comic novel by Jane Austen, first published in December 1815, about the perils of misconstrued romance. 
The main character, Emma Woodhouse, is described in the opening paragraph as "handsome, clever, and rich" but is 
also rather spoiled. Prior to starting the novel, Austen wrote, "I am going to take a heroine whom no-one but myself 
will much like."

.com Of all Jane Austen's heroines, Emma Woodhouse is the most flawed, the most infuriating, and, in the end, the 
most endearing. Pride and Prejudice's Lizzie Bennet has more wit and sparkle; Catherine Morland in Northanger 
Abbey more imagination; and Sense and Sensibility's Elinor Dashwood certainly more sense--but Emma is lovable 
precisely because she is so imperfect. Austen only completed six novels in her lifetime, of which five feature young 
women whose chances for making a good marriage depend greatly on financial issues, and whose prospects if they fail 
are rather grim. Emma is the exception: "Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich, with a comfortable home and 
happy disposition seemed to unite some of the best blessings of existence; and had lived nearly twenty-one years in the 
world with very little to distress or vex her." One may be tempted to wonder what Austen could possibly find to say 
about so fortunate a character. The answer is, quite a lot. For Emma, raised to think well of herself, has such a high 
opinion of her own worth that it blinds her to the opinions of others. The story revolves around a comedy of errors: 
Emma befriends Harriet Smith, a young woman of unknown parentage, and attempts to remake her in her own image. 
Ignoring the gaping difference in their respective fortunes and stations in life, Emma convinces herself and her friend 
that Harriet should look as high as Emma herself might for a husband--and she zeroes in on an ambitious vicar as the 
perfect match. At the same time, she reads too much into a flirtation with Frank Churchill, the newly arrived son of 
family friends, and thoughtlessly starts a rumor about poor but beautiful Jane Fairfax, the beloved niece of two 
genteelly impoverished elderly ladies in the village. As Emma's fantastically misguided schemes threaten to surge out 
of control, the voice of reason is provided by Mr. Knightly, the Woodhouse's longtime friend and neighbor. Though 
Austen herself described Emma as "a heroine whom no one but myself will much like," she endowed her creation with 
enough charm to see her through her most egregious behavior, and the saving grace of being able to learn from her 
mistakes. By the end of the novel Harriet, Frank, and Jane are all properly accounted for, Emma is wiser (though 
certainly not sadder), and the reader has had the satisfaction of enjoying Jane Austen at the height of her powers. --
Alix WilberFrom Library JournalThis is another case where a classic is being reprinted simply as a tie-in to a 
TV/feature film presentation. Libraries, nonetheless, can benefit by picking up a quality hardcover for a nice 
price.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. May does a wonderful job rendering the variety of accents 
necessary to portray the span of upper and lower classes, as well as the medley of personalities, from the sweetness of 
Emma to the egregious Mrs. Elton. --KliattAs in all of Jane Austen's works, the simple theme of courtship belies the 
complexity of her vision of human nature and of our need for power. Technical brilliance? Yes. Moral brilliance? 
Most definitely. --500 Great Books by WomenIn this novel about a headstrong, snobbish, intellectually proud young 
woman, Austen's genius for ironic comedy is displayed at its peak. The plot involves finding the proper husband for 
the heroine, but behind the deceptively simple and everyday events lie the author's moral vision of a world in which 
social responsibility and familial obligation are key virtues and compromise a necessary response to the irreconcilable 
opposites encountered in life. --Masterpieces of World Literature 


