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Luther F. Sies : Encyclopedia of American Radio, 1920-1960  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of American Radio, 1920-1960: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This book is too expensive and has too many errorsBy A CustomerI 
was disappointed with this book because I felt it was going to be the definitive Old Time Radio show reference book 
and it certainly was not. It is full of errors and has many misspellings...names of performers...show information in 
often incorrect (apparently gathered from other book sources and fan magazines, which are highly unreliable). But I 
was really outraged at the cost of the book. Outrageous for a one volume book. There are other books on old time 
radio....John Dunning's book,for example, which is much more interesting visally and are entertainly written. Perhaps 
this book should be revised with a more general audience in mind!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Not perfect, but a good companionBy voiceactorWhile I haven't noticed the errors that the other reviewers have, I have 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786404523


been pleased with the inclusions in this book that are missing from other radio history books.The format makes it an 
easier reference than many books when looking up performers and programsIt is the first "go to" resource on my desk 
when looking up old radio.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Boringly written and too many errorsBy 
A CustomerThis book has none of the interest, as far as entertainment value is concerned as HOW SWEET IT WAS 
and THE AMERICAN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RADIO by Ron Lackmann. It only has entries for shows and no 
biographies of major radio personalities. I was most disappointed by this fact. The author, is, unfortunately a rather 
amateurish writer and many of his remarks are not very clear. Where did he do his research? I was not at all pleased 
with this purchase.

This encyclopedic work comprehensively covers the performers and programming on American radio from its 
inception to its golden age. Extensively researched over the course of more than twenty years, this new work is the 
definitive source for scholars of communication, social and cultural history and the popular arts, as well as devoted 
fans of radio history. The encyclopedia includes entries for programs, announcers, orchestras, musicians, vocalists, 
comedians, vocal groups, readers, whistlers, musical saw soloists, ministers, sports commentators, reviewers (of 
books, plays and movies), celebrities, and other personnel broadcasting over American radio from the 1920s to the 
1960s. Additional entries cover commercial radio, educational broadcasting, firsts in radio history, opera on radio, 
religious broadcasting, sports broadcasting, women in radio, border radio, children's programs, comedy on radio, crime 
shows and mysteries, daytime dramatic serials, and disk jockeys, among other topics.

From Library JournalAmerican radio's first 40 years was a period of great innovation and growth, resulting in a 
medium that flourished as a source of both entertainment and information. This massive encyclopedia from Sies, a 
retired college professor who has coordinated programs in speech, hearing, and language, contains thousands of 
numbered, alphabetically arranged entries describing specific radio programs and performers. Several different 
indexes help readers search the entries. For informative, capsulated information on radio programs during the Golden 
Age of radio, Sies's book is a great start. Although much of the time it doesn't go beyond providing introductory 
information, it does give in-depth coverage of general areas of radio study such as sports broadcasting and daytime 
dramatic serials. To date, this work is one of the most comprehensive relating to radio programming of the period, 
containing far more entries than Ron Lackman's recent Encyclopedia of American Radio A-Z (LJ 3/1/00), though it 
lacks illustrations. Recommended for academic and public library media collections.DDavid M. Lisa, Mercyhurst 
Coll. Lib., Erie, PA Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistIn the second edition of a well-
received work, Sies continues his quest to document the programs and performers of American radios golden age.This 
revised, expanded and corrected edition offers anumber ofnew entries that expand the coverageof the role of radio in 
our social and cultural history. Among them are lengthy articles that address such issues as Scopes monkey trial 
broadcasts, Gender discrimination, and American traitors on radio. Among other new entries arethose on holiday 
programs,minstrel shows andvaudeville, and superheroes. The arrangement of material is the same as in the first 
edition although the number of entries has increased from 28,848 to 35,976. Many entries consist of a single line 
identifying an individual broadcaster.Appendixes include a concise chronology of radio covering the years from 1906 
to 1960 and a list of broadcasters classified into some 83 different categories, among them comedy teams, imitators 
and impersonators, musical comb-music performers,quiz masters, and yodelers. Thereare a sizable bibliography and 
detailed indexes by station, program, and name. These indexes, as in the first edition, refer to entry rather than page 
numbers. In a time when so much of radio programming seems to consist of political rants of one kind or another, it is 
important to recall an era in which radio offered a real variety of programming, from news to entertainment to live 
cultural events. Scholarship on this golden age continues, and the Encyclopedia of American Radio, 19201960 serves 
as its definitive reference source. Recommended for performing-arts and popular-culture collections in academic and 
large public libraries. --Carolyn Mulac "comprehensively covers the performers and the programming on American 
radio from its inception to its golden age. Exten 


