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John F. Runciman : Haydn (TREDITION CLASSICS)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Haydn (TREDITION CLASSICS): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Rather Strange 1908 Book About HaydnBy Ivan WeiserA strange, 
often illuminating, but annoying little book. Mr Runciman is extraordinarily opinionated and full of himself, and looks 
down on most of Haydn's music, other than the London symphonies, as really not very good at all; as for The Creation, 
The Seasons, and all of Haydn's church music, he states that "it is a pity he touched church music. However, it is easily 
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forgotten, and will be some day." You get the drift! On the other hand, the book is well written, even though cranky 
and very opinionated and, since it is a free download and only some 55 pages long, worth reading so long as you don't 
take Mr Runciman's flawed and patronizing evaluation of Haydn too seriously.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. An austere eventBy Jude FentonI thoroughly enjoyed John F. Runciman's 'Haydn'. It read as if the 
great Alistair Cooke were doing the color commentary in preparation for an austere event presented by the BBC's 
Masterpiece Theater. There were bits of dry British humor poking fun at Haydn's humble beginnings as well as 
mastery over the written word in giving respect when and where it was due. Josef Haydn is one of my favorite 
composers. I am sure on his own Haydn was an interesting person, but Mr. Runciman breathes the gift of life into 
etchings and paintings and we see and enjoy the man Haydn could have been.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Disappointingly little information about HaydnBy KARL IRIKURAAuthor seems smugly opinionated and 
self-indulgent--maybe it's just the former style of musical pedagogues. I didn't enjoy reading this but persisted in the 
hope of learning something substantial about Haydn. Don't waste your time, too.

This book is part of the TREDITION CLASSICS series. The creators of this series are united by passion for literature 
and driven by the intention of making all public domain books available in printed format again - worldwide. At 
tredition we believe that a great book never goes out of style. Several mostly non-profit literature projects provide 
content to tredition. To support their good work, tredition donates a portion of the proceeds from each sold copy. As a 
reader of a TREDITION CLASSICS book, you support our mission to save many of the amazing works of world 
literature from oblivion.


