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From Brand: A K Peters/CRC Press : Homage to a Pied Puzzler  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Homage to a Pied Puzzler: 

The tradition of honoring Martin Gardner continues with this edited collection of articles by those who have been 
inspired by Gardner to enter mathematics, to enter magic, to bring magic into their mathematics, or to bring 
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mathematics into their magic. Contributing authors include world-leading puzzle designers, puzzle collectors, 
mathematicians, and magicians. The variety of articles includes card or magic tricks (with a mathematical trick behind 
them), the history behind given puzzles, mathematically interesting objects involving the number seven, and puzzles 
for the reader to solve. Specific puzzles discussed include tangram, 14-15 Puzzle, seven-coloring of the torus, packing 
circles, Crazy Elephant Dance, and more!

The final section tells the stories of how various mathematical games were invented, and if you are a fan of them gives 
many that you might not have heard of before. ... whether you are interested in puzzles, origami or card tricks, it has 
them all. ... If you are bored with doing Sudoku and fancy reading about games of a similar ilk, then this is the book 
for you.Simon Craik, London Mathematical Society, May 2010 ... Over two-thirds of the book consists of nineteen 
articles on puzzles and games ... these involve quite a spread of mathematics, including dissections, knots, 
Hamiltonian circuits, paper folding, groups and coding, along with a little philosophy.E. J. Barbeau, Mathematical s, 
July 2010About the AuthorMartin Gardner is well-known for his Mathematical Games columns in Scientific 
American (which have been gathered into many volumes). Not a mathematician by trade or schooling, he also wrote 
on many other subjects, such as magic, philosophy, pseudoscience, religion, and literature - he edited the popular The 
Annotated Alice (Lewis Carroll). At age 94, he is still pursuing his interests and is active in the recreational 
mathematics community. 


