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Gianni Barracho, Antonio Vivaldi : Probabilities Alternatives in Bridge  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Probabilities Alternatives in Bridge: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great quality but horrendous shipping costsBy CustomerExactly like 
new. Too badd the shipping charges to Canada are so expensive. I'd buy much more often otherwise.2 of 2 people 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0713486635


found the following review helpful. Better Borrowed than BoughtBy David OThis book is disappointing. It lacks the 
fundamental mathematical guts included in Borel and Cheron's `Mathematical Theory of Bridge' and the entertainment 
of MacKinnon's 'Bridge, Probability and Information.' Although there is an introduction to the Theory of Vacant 
Places, you might do better with information from Wikipedia.I checked some of the percentage calculations with an 
Excel spreadsheet. The table on p16 is correct but the column for a 5-4 split is really for a 4-5 split if the first suit 
breaks as listed. It is somewhat academic but typical of this book.On page 22, the calculation starts with an assumption 
followed by a kluge of a proof. It is not difficult to model this problem with Excel. Typical of the book, the authors do 
not describe the sample space. It is crucial for this type of problem, where it is easy to make an error. Bottom line, the 
answer appears to be wrong.What is really annoying the lack of mathematical formulae. Anybody who reads this stuff 
is going to have a math background. Nowhere is there a mention of nCr and nowhere is there a mention of P = 
n1Cr1/n2Cr2 etc. What is needed is a relationship between basic probability info (like in the Bridge Player's 
Encyclopedia of Bridge) and the Theory of Vacant Spaces.I was looking for a modern update of Borel and Cheron but 
was disappointed. I upgraded my rating by one star because of the mathematical entertainment I got from the Excel 
spreadsheet probability calculations.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. full of errorsBy A 
Customerinteresting mathematical idea with some instructive handsbut the calculations are full of errors and the 
numbers used are plain wrong - whole tables are missing in the probability section which is the main useful reference, 
though these are full of mistakes as wellin short the book is a waste of time

A good bridge player uses psychology and imagination as tools in the game but calculating odds and probabilities 
while at the table are equally important. Includes a reference guide for computing specific chances.


