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Ian Stewart : Professor Stewart's Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Professor Stewart's Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Pass for those with a background in mathBy Slacker5001I purchased 
this book to place in my bathroom for myself and guests to read in that "Crude, I forgot my smart phone" moment on 
the John. I personally have a bachelor's degree in math and had high hopes that this book would give a glimpse into 
many of the fun neat things I learned during my time in school. Although the book does indeed touch on many of the 
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deeply interesting but still accessible topics of higher level math, I found that half of the books just seemed like word 
problems or brain teasers. These are not inherently bad and I'm sure those with a non math background will really find 
the book fun and interesting. But on a personal level I am just not a huge fan of the book.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. FunBy J. R. LawsonI'm going through college and was just trying to raise my interest in 
math a bit. The book is broken into little sections with either an interesting fact or a thought exercise/math puzzle, 
most of these sections you can read or complete within 15min, which makes it fun and has indeed increased my 
interest in mathematics.15 of 17 people found the following review helpful. kindle version is awfulBy CustomerI have 
this book as a paperback and for the kindle (3). I like the book just fine as a paperback, although, (1) it's a little larger 
than books I like to carry to read on trips, and (2) flipping back and forth from chapters to answers was a bit of a 
nuisance. I got the kindle version to solve both problems. After all, there would be a link from each chapter to its 
answers/hints/whatever (and back), right? Wrong. The kindle version just shows you a non-linked word "ANSWER". 
To get to the relevant answer, sometimes typing in the name of the chapter would work, but often not. The table of 
contents is not much help either because there are links to each chapter (and back to the contents), but all answers are 
in one chapter.I wonder how long it would have taken to add these links. An hour or two? It's like the kindle version 
was prepared by people who had no idea what a kindle could do. Let me know when the competently prepared kindle 
version is available for free for suckers like me who paid money for it.

Knowing that the most exciting math is not taught in school, Professor Ian Stewart has spent years filling his cabinet 
with intriguing mathematical games, puzzles, stories, and factoids intended for the adventurous mind. This book 
reveals the most exhilarating oddities from Professor Stewart's legendary cabinet.Inside, you will find hidden gems of 
logic, geometry, and probability-like how to extract a cherry from a cocktail glass (harder than you think), a pop-up 
dodecahedron, and the real reason why you can't divide anything by zero. Scattered among these are keys to Fermat's 
last theorem, the Poincar conjecture, chaos theory, and the P=NP problem (you'll win a million dollars if you solve it). 
You never know what enigmas you'll find in the Stewart cabinet, but they're sure to be clever, mind-expanding, and 
delightfully fun.

From BooklistFor an exceptional reader, this book could mean a million dollars. For among the many doors that 
Stewart opens into the wonderland of mathematics, one offers a tantalizing perspective on the Riemann hypothesis, a 
conjecture so rich with implications that philanthropists have offered a million-dollar prize to anyone who can prove it. 
Of course, armchair mathematicians are not likely to find the path to that money. But they are certain to find pleasure 
in this cornucopia of puzzles, brainteasers, and digressions. Readers will delight, for instance, in testing their wits 
against Euclids theorems, in enlarging their understanding of geometry by constructing antigravity cones, and in 
allying themselves with an ancient genius by calculating just how much Archimedes could have moved the earth with 
his famous fulcrum. But besides inviting his readers to exercise their gray matter, Stewart initiates them into vertigo-
inducing mysteries, including the wild dynamics of chaos and the unearthly beauty of logarithmic spirals. The ideal 
book for dispelling the supposed drudgery of mathematics with its real magic. --Bryce Christensen "[Armchair 
mathematicians] are certain to find pleasure in this cornucopia of puzzles, brainteasers, and digressions.... The ideal 
book for dispelling the supposed drudgery of mathematics with its real magic."Booklist"Stewart has a genius for 
explanation that allows details of the Poincar conjecture and Riemann hypothesis to sit happily alongside a quip about 
a chicken crossing a Mbius strip.... Mathematics doesn't come more entertaining than this."New Scientist"The exciting 
side of math--puzzles, games and thrilling oddities."Chicago Tribune 


