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Edward Cole : Racing Maxims Methods of Pittsburg Phil  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Racing Maxims Methods of Pittsburg Phil: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining and informative (3 1/2 stars)By FlorenceAll the books 
regarding horseracing handicapping I have found, released within this or even last decade, are like junk to me. It looks 
like books with related subject released before 1980 are much more worth the money to buy and time to read. When I 
decided to buy this book, I hoped that I could learn something or have some new insights about horseracing 
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handicapping.However, it isn't what I expected. I had no idea who Pittsburg Phill was before I bought the book. The 
first half of the book is like an autobiography, written in first person style. When I read, I felt like I was listening to my 
grandpa telling stories about his glory moments. I always like listen to stories from older generation. They always 
could give you a vivid pictures of their experience in their times, much better than a history book. It does give me 
pictures how Pittsburg Phill, a professional horseracing gambler, earned his money in his time. So, to me, it is a very 
entertaining read.Although there isn't much helpful information regarding to horseracing handicapper, it does give me 
some insights, such as how and why the tote board fluctuates.The second half of the book has nothing much to do with 
Pittsburg Phill. It includes a brief history and a list of some BIG guys around the turn of the century. It feels like that 
the writer was asked to add more pages to the book by the publisher, otherwise the book is too few a page to make a 
sale? Indeed, I do think the writer, as a friend of Pittsburg Phil as he claimed, should have interviewed his family and 
friends to get more stories or great moments of the professional great gambler in order to make the book a much better 
read. It is obvious that the writer wrote the autobiography from his memory after the death of Pittsburg Phill or tried to 
do an autobiography for the man a very short while before his death.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Written in the era of the bookmaker, before pari-mutuel ...By George ThompsonWritten in the era of the bookmaker, 
before pari-mutuel wagering became the norm, there is much here that is now obsolete. However, there is still much 
that is just as true now as it was then. For example, the condition of a horse, the importance of weight, the importance 
of the jockey and trainer. No examples given of how Phil actually handicapped a race in the era before speed figures - 
so don't expect much help there.The book's primary value is for its historic insight into the thinking of a successful 
horse-player back in the day.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting informative about history of 
handicapping development. I was ...By Amayankzon CustomerInteresting informative about history of handicapping 
development. I was confused there was a hit man with one of the five families named "Pittsburg Phil" I thought he was 
the same guy as the handicapper. Not so! RIP Pittsburg Phil.

A legendary classic packed with some of the best horseplaying advice ever, which reveals the observations and 
handicapping techniques of Pittsburg Phil, the most successful handicapper of his time.This legendary classic, 
originally published in 1908, and still sought after today, reveals the observations and handicapping techniques of 
Pittsburg Phil, AKA George Smith, the most successful handicapper of his time. Smith won over $1.7 million, a 
fortune in the early part of the 20th century. The author covers topics as time handicapping, class and weight, honest 
jockeys, effect of drugs on performance, the impact of time and weight, and includes dozens of winning tips on 
successful handicapping. The book contains some of the best horseplaying advice ever and has stood the test of time 
for generations of horseplayers. The basic principles of beating the track are the same today as before, with readers 
getting a chance to learn from one of the greatest horse bettors ever.

About the AuthorEdward Cole reveals the observations and handicapping techniques, based on exclusive interviews 
with Pittsburgh Phil, AKA George Smith, the most successful handicapper of his time. He won $1.7 million at the 
track, a fortune in the early part of the 20th century. These writings contain the only interviews Pittsburgh Phil ever 
gave. 


